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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone Interview 
with Mr. Robert M. Hunter on 1 1/22/05. 

3. Claims 1-4, 10-15, 24, 35, 38-54, 56, and 58-60 have been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A method of processing a call, the method comprising: 
informing th e custom o rs a customer of a telecommunications system that is 
capable of connect i ng routine calls to a plurality of communications devices of the 
customer that one of a plurality of unique sets of symbol headings is normally, but not 
always, associated with one type of communications device that is connectable to a the 
telecommunications system; 

assigning one of a plurality of common 7-digit telephone numbers available within 
an area code of a local area to e ach s el ected the customer of the telecommunications 
system w i thin e ach ar e a codo of e ach l oca l ar e a and granting sa i d each s ele cted the 
customer having a specific communications device that is connected to the 
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telecommunications system the exclusive right to optionally use a combination 
comprising any one of said unique sets of symbol headings plus said common 7-digit 
telephone number to identify the specific communications device other than a voice 
landline device to the other customers of the telecommunications system, the specific 
communications device being identified as one of the pluralitv of communications 
devices of the customer : 

receiving a sequence of signals representing a specific set of symbol headings 
plus a specific common 7-digit telephone number that has been dialed by a caller, the 
combination of the specific set of symbol headings plus said specific common 7-digit 
telephone number and no other common 7-digit telephone number alone identifying the 
specific communications device that is the destination for said call; and 

connecting said call to the specific communications device that is the destination 
for said call without the need for the telecommunications system to determine the type 
of communications device to which the call is directed; 

wherein only one specific communications device of the customer has its own 7- 
digit telephone number: and 

wherein no other communications device shares a line with said voice landline 
device. 



Claim 2 (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the specific set of symbol 
headings is a # symbol and the # symbol plus said specific common 7-digit telephone 
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number identifies a specific fax machine or a specific second voice line with or without 
an associated facsimile machine. 

Claim 3 (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the specific set of symbol 
headings is a * symbol and the * symbol plus said specific common 7-digit telephone 
number identifies a first specific cellular telephone. 

Claim 4 (currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the specific set of symbol 
headings is a digit plus the * symbol and the * symbol plus said specific common 7-digit 
telephone number identifies another specific cellular telephone. 

Claim 10 (currently amended) A method of directing a call to a specific communications 
device, comprising: 

announcing to th e custom e rs a customer of a telecommunications system that is 
capable of routing calls to a plurality of communications devices of the customer that 
one of a plurality of unique symbols is normally associated with a particular type of 
communications device that is connectable to a telecommunications system; 

assigning one of a plurality of common 7-digit telephone numbers to eaeh 
s e l e ct e d the customer of the telecommunications system and granting sa i d e ach 
s e l e cted the customer having a specific communications device the exclusive right to 
optionally use a combination comprising any one of said unique symbols plus said 
common 7-digit telephone number to identify the specific communications device to 
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other customers of the telecommunications system, the specific communications device 
being identified as one of the plurality of communications devices of the customer : and 

receiving a call having been initiated by a caller by dialing a combination 
comprising a specific unique symbol and a specific common 7-digit telephone number; 

determining the destination indicated by the combination, no other common 7- 
digit telephone number alone indicating said destination; and 

routing the call to the specific communications device represented by the 
combination, without the need for the telecommunications svstem to determine the tvoe 
of communications device to which the call is directed : 

wherein onlv one specific communications device of each selected customer has 
its own 7-diait telephone number: and 

wherein no other communications device shares a line with said specific 
communications device . 

Claims 1 1 (currently amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the specific unique 
symbol is a pound key and the pound key plus said specific common 7-digit telephone 
number identifies a specific facsimile machine or a specific second voice line with or 
without an associated facsimile machine. 

Claim 12 (currently amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the specific unique 
symbol is a star key and star key plus said specific common 7-digit telephone number 
identifies a first specific cellular telephone. 
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Claim 13 (currently amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the specific unique 
symbol is a digit plus the star key and star key plus said specific common 7-digit 
telephone number identifies another specific cellular telephone. 

Claim 14 (currently amended) The method of claim 10, further comprising directing the 
call to a cellular processing network if the specific unique symbol and the specific 
common 7-digit telephone number indicates that the call is being made to a specific 
cellular telephone. 

Claim 15 (currently amended) A system for processing a call made to a telephone 
number and directed to a specific communications device to which that telephone 
number is assigned, the system comprising: 

means for announcing to th e customers a customer of a telecommunications 
system that is capable of routing calls to a plurality of communications devices of the 
customer that one of a plurality of suggested sets of symbol headings is nomially 
associated with a single type of communications device that is connectable to a 
telecommunications system; 

means for assigning one of a plurality of common telephone numbers to eaeh 
s ele ct e d the customer of the telecommunications system and granting sa i d e ach 
s ele ct e d the customer having a specific communications device the exclusive right to 
optionally use a combination comprising any one of said suggested sets of symbol 
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headings plus said common telephone number to identify the specific communications 
device to other customers of the telecommunications system, the specific 
communications device being identified as one of the plurality of communications 
devices of the customer : 

a sequence of signals representing a specific set of symbol headings and a 
specific common telephone number that have been dialed by a caller, the sequence of 
signals being the sole directory number for the specific communications device, the set 
of symbol headings immediately preceding the telephone number, being distinguishable 
from said common telephone number and together with said common telephone 
number defining a destination for said call; and 

a routing apparatus having a switching component and an identification 
component for determining the intended destination of the call and connecting the call to 
that destination without the need for the telecommunications system to determine the 
type of communications device to which the call is directed : 

wherein only one specific communications device of each selected customer has 
its own 7-digit telephone number: and 

wherein no other communications device shares a line with said specific 
communications device . 

Claim 24 (currently amended) A routing system for directing calls to different 
communications devices having identical common 7-digit voice landline telephone 
numbers, said system comprising: 
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an administrative subsystem comprising means for Informing th e custom e rs a 
customer of a telecommunications system that is capable of routing calls to a Diuralitv of 
communications devices of the customer that one of a plurality of symbol headings is 
normally associated with each type of communications device that is connectable to a 
telecommunications system and means for assigning one of a plurality of common 
telephone numbers to e ach solGctcd the customer of the telecommunications system 
and granting said each s ele cted the customer having a specific communications device 
the exclusive right to optionally use a combination comprising any one of said plurality 
of symbol headings plus said common telephone number to identify the specific 
communications device to other customers of the telecommunications system, the 
soecific communications device being identified as one of the pluralitv of 
communications devices of the customer : 

a network subsystem having routing apparatus including a switching component 
and an identification component for processing a call to a destination, the call including 
a sequence of signals indicating a particular one of said plurality of symbol headings 
and a particular common telephone number that have been dialed by a caller, the 
sequence of signals being the sole directory number for the specific communications 
device; and 

at least one communications device assigned to a common telephone number; 

wherein said particular one of said plurality of symbol headings does not indicate 
to said routing apparatus that the specific communications device is a particular type of 
communications device; 
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wherein only one specific communications device of each selected customer has 
its own 7-digit telephone number: and 

wherein no other communications device shares a line with said specific 
communications device . 

Claim 35 (currently amended) In a telecommunications system that is capable of 
conn e cting routing calls to a plurality of communications devices of a subscriber and in 
which at l e ast som e subscr i bers contro l the subscriber controls more than one of said 
plurality of communications devices, a system for routing a telephone call to a specific 
communications device of a part i cu l ar the subscriber, said system comprising: 

means for accepting a combination comprising a heading and a common 
telephone number as an indication that a caller desires to reach the specific 
communications device of the part i cu l ar subscriber, said specific communications 
device of the particu l ar subscriber being reachable by the caller's dialing no other 
common 7-digit telephone number, said specific communications device being indicated 
as one of the plurality of communications devices of the subscriber : and 

means for routing said telephone call to the specific communications device of 
the part i cu l ar subscriber; 

wherein said heading does not indicate to said means for routing that the 
telephone call is a particular tvpe of communication: 

wherein onlv one specific communications device of the part i cular subscriber has 
its own 7-digit telephone number: and 
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wherein no other communications device shares a line with the specific 
communications device . 

Claim 38 (currently amended) The system of claim 35, wherein said heading is a # 
symbol and the # symbol plus said common telephone number identifies a specific 
facsimile machine or a specific second voice line with or without an associated facsimile 
machine. 

Claim 39 (currently amended) The system of claim 35, wherein said heading is a * 
symbol and * symbol plus said telephone common number identifies a first specific 
cellular telephone. 

Claim 40 (currently amended) The system of claim 35, wherein said heading is a digit 
plus a * symbol and the digit plus the * symbol plus said common telephone number 
identifies another specific cellular telephone. 

Claim 41 (currently amended) The system of claim 35, wherein said heading is a digit 
plus a # symbol and the digit plus the # symbol plus said common telephone number 
identifies another specific voice landline device with or without an associated facsimile 
machine. 
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Claim 42 (currently amended) In a telecommunications system that is capable of routing 
calls to a plurality of communications devices of a subscriber , a system for routing a 
telephone call to a specific communications device of a particu l ar the subscriber, said 
system comprising: 

means for assigning a common telephone number to the part i cu l ar subscriber; 

means for accepting the common telephone number alone as an indication that a 
caller desires to reach the specific communications device of the particular subscriber, 
said specific communications device of the particu l ar subscriber being a first voice 
landline telephone, the specific communications device being indicated as one of the 
plurality of communications devices of the subscriber : 

means for accepting a combination comprising a symbol and the common 
telephone number as an indication that the caller desires to reach another specific 
communications device of the part i cu l ar subscriber, said other specific communications 
device of the part i cu l ar subscriber being reachable by the caller's dialing no other 
common 7-digit telephone number, the other specific communications device being 
indicated as another one of the plurality of communications devices of the subscriber : 
and 

means for routing said telephone call to the specific communications device of 
the part i cular subscriber; 

wherein said symbol does not indicate to said means for routing that said 
telephone call is a particular type of communication: 
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wherein each other specific communications device does not have its own 7-diQit 
telephone number: and 

wherein no other communications device shares a line with said first landline 
telephone . 

Claim 43 (currently amended) The system of claim 42 wherein at least one 
communications device must be in service for e ach part i cu l ar the subscriber, said at 
least one communications device being selected from the group consisting of said first 
voice landline telephone, a facsimile machine and a cellular telephone. 

Claim 44 (currently amended) The system of claim 42 wherein the other specific 
communications device of the particular subscriber is selected from the group consisting 
of: 

another voice landline telephone, 

a facsimile machine, and 

a cellular or wireless telephone. 

Claim 45 (currently amended) The system of claim 42, wherein said symbol is a # 
symbol and the # symbol plus said common telephone number identifies a specific fax 
machine or a specific second landline telephone. 
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Claim 46 (currently amended) The system of claim 42, wherein said symbol Is a * 
symbol and the * symbol plus said common telephone number identifies a first specific 
cellular telephone. 

Claim 47 (currently amended) The system of claim 42, wherein said symbol is a digit 
plus a # symbol and the digit plus the # symbol plus said common telephone number 
identifies another specific voice landline telephone or another facsimile machine. 

Claim 48 (currently amended) The system of claim 42, wherein said symbol is a digit 
plus a * symbol and the digit plus the * symbol plus said common telephone number 
identifies another specific cellular telephone. 

Claim 49 (currently amended) In a telecommunications system that is capable of routing 
telephone calls to a plurality of communications devices of a particular subscriber within 
an area code , a routing system for routing a telephone call to a specific communications 
device of a the particular subscriber w i thin an ar e a cod e, said routing system 
comprising: 

means for assigning a common 7-digit telephone number to the particular 
subscriber; 

means for accepting the common 7-digit telephone number alone as an 
indication that a caller desires to reach the specific communications device of the 
particular subscriber, said specific communications device of the particular subscriber 
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being a first voice landline device, the specific communications device being indicated 
as one of the pluraiitv of communications devices of the particular subscriber : 

means for accepting an 8-part or 9-part telephone number comprising a heading 
and the common 7-digit telephone number as an indication that the caller desires to 
reach another specific communications device of the particular subscriber, said other 
specific communications device of the particular subscriber being reachable by the 
caller's dialing no other common 7-digit telephone numbe r, the other specific 
communications device beino indicated as another one of the pluraiitv of 
communications devices of the particular subscriber : and 

means for routing said telephone call to the specific communications device of 
the particular subscriber; 

wherein said heading does not indicate to said means for routing that the call is a 
particular tvpe of communication : 

wherein said caller has the option of using as the heading a # for a facsimile 
device or a second voice device, a * for a first cellular device, or a 2*. a 3*, a 4*, a 5*, a 
6*, a 7*, a 8*, or a 9* for another cellular device; 

wherein each other specific communications device does not have its own 7-digit 
telephone number: and 

wherein no other communications device shares a line with said first voice 
landline device. 
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Claim 50 (currently amended) In a telecommunications system that is capable of routing 
telephone calls to a plurality of communications devices of a subscriber that is one of a 
Plurality of subscribers within an area code, a method for routing a telephone call to a 
specific communications device of the subscriber on e of a p l ura li ty of subscribers within 
an ar e a cod e, said method for routing comprising: 

assigning a common 7-digit telephone number to the subscriber on e of a p l ura l ity 
of subscribors ; 

accepting the common 7-digit telephone number alone as an indication that a 
caller desires to reach the specific communications device of the subscriber on e of a 
plura li ty of subscribors , said specific communications device being a first voice landline 
device, the specific communications device beino indicated as one of the plurality of 
communications devices of the subscriber : 

accepting an 8-part or 9-part telephone number comprising a heading and the 
common 7-digit telephone number as an indication that the caller desires to reach 
another specific communications device of the subscriber on e of a p l ura li ty of 
subscribors , said other specific communications device being reachable by the caller's 
dialing no other common 7-digit telephone number, the other specific communications 
device being indicated as another one of the plurality of communications devices of the 
subscriber : and 

routing said telephone call to the specific communications device of the 
subscriber ono of th e plural i ty of subscrib o rs : 
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wherein said heading does not indicate to said system that the call is a particular 
type of communication; 

wherein said caller has the option of using as the heading a # for a facsimile 
device or a second landline voice device, a * for a first cellular device, or a 2*, a 3*, a 
4*. a 5*. a 6*, a 7*, a 8*, or a 9* for another cellular device; and 

wherein each other specific communications device does not have its own 7-diait 
telephone number: and 

wherein no other communications device shares a line with said first voice 
landline device . 

Claim 51 (currently amended) The method of claim 50, further comprising: 

increasing the total number of telephone numbers that are available to said caller 
in the area code from 7.92 million to 87.12 million without changing the common 7-digit 
telephone number that is assigned to any of the plurality of subscribers, thereby 
avoiding the inconvenience, stress and cost to any of the plurality of subscribers of 
changing that 7-digit telephone number. 

Claim 52 (currently amended) The method of claim 50, further comprising: 

increasing the total number of telephone numbers that are available to said caller 
within the area code by a factor of 1 1 without changing the specific common 7-digit 
telephone number that is assigned to any of the plurality of subscribers, thereby 
eliminating the present overlay practice of having two area codes in the same 
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geographic region, whicli practice requires mandatory local 10-digit dialing of telephone 
numbers that must include one of the two area codes even if the one area code Is the 
area code of said caller. 

Claim 53 (currently amended) The method of claim 50, further comprising: 

routing said telephone call without requiring the caller to dial a 10-digit telephone 
number within any geographic region having a requirement for no more than 87.12 
million telephone numbers, said 10-digit number comprising a new overlay area code 
and the common 7-digit telephone number. 

Claim 54 (currently amended) The method of claim 50, further comprising 

accepting a 10-part or telephone number comprising the heading and the 
common 7-digit telephone number as an indication that the caller desires to reach a 
cellular communications device of the subscriber one of a p l ural i ty of part i cu l ar 
subscribers , said heading comprising a two-digit number in the range 20 through 99 
plus a 

Claim 56 (currently amended) The method of claim 50, further comprising: 

encouraging the plurality of subscribers not to use any common 7-digit telephone 
number as a destination of a facsimile communication or a cellular communication, 
thereby increasing the number of 7-digit telephone numbers that are available to said 
caller as the destination for a voice landline communication within the area code by a 
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factor of up to 3 by eliminating the need for any 7-digit telephone number to be used as 
facsimile machine number or cellular telephone number and allowing the available 7.92 
million telephone numbers within each area code to be used as landline telephone 
numbers. 

Claim 58 (currently amended) In a telecommunications system having 199.1 million 
residential subscribers and that is capable of routing telephone calls to a oluralitv of 
communications devices of a residential subscriber , a method for routing a telephone 
call to a specific communications device of on e of said residential subscribers 
subscriber said method for routing comprising: 

assigning a common 7-digit telephone number to the residential subscriber; 

accepting the common 7-digit telephone number alone as an indication that a 
caller desires to reach a first voice landline communications device of the residential 
subscriber or accepting an 8-part or 9-part telephone number comprising a heading and 
the common 7-digit telephone number as an indication that the caller desires to reach a 
cellular telephone communications device of the residential subscriber, said cellular 
telephone communications device being reachable by the caller's dialing no other 
common 7-digit telephone number, the first landline communications device or the 
cellular telephone being indicated as one of the plurality of communications devices of 
the residential subscriber : and 
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routing said telephone call to the appropriate communications device of the 
residential subscriber without the need for the telecommunications system to determine 
the type of communications device to which the telephone call is directed : 

wherein said cellular telephone communications device does not have its own 7- 
digit telephone number: and 

wherein no other communications device shares a line with said first voice 
landline communications device: 

thereby releasing the other 7-digit telephone numbers that are currently in use as 
cellular telephone numbers for other uses. 

Claim 59: (currently amended) In a telecommunications system that is capable of 
routing telephone calls to a plurality of communications devices of a particular 
subscriber a system for routing a telephone call to a specific communications device of 
a the particular subscriber, said system comprising: 

means for assigning a common 7-digit telephone number to the particular 
subscriber; 

means for accepting the common telephone number alone as an indication that a 
caller desires to reach the specific communications device of the particular subscriber, 
said specific communications device of the particular subscriber being a first voice 
landline telephone , the specific communications device being indicated as one of the 
plurality of communications devices of the particular subscriber : and 
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means for accepting a combination comprising a symbol and the common 
telephone number as an indication that the caller desires to reach another specific 
communications device of the particular subscriber, said specific communications 
device of the particular subscriber being reachable by the caller's dialing no other 
common 7-digit telephone number, the other specific communications device beino 
indicated as another one of the oluralitv of communications devices of the particular 
subscriber : and 

means for routing the telephone call to the specific communications device of the 
particular subscriber without the need for the telecommunications svstem to determine 
the tvpe of communications device to which the telephone call is directed : and 

wherein at least one communications device must be in service for each 
particular subscriber, said at least one communications device being selected from the 
group consisting of said first voice iandline telephone, a facsimile machine and a cellular 
telephone; 

wherein each other specific communications device does not have its own 7-diqit 
telephone number: and 

wherein no other communications device shares a line with said first voice 
Iandline telephone: 

whereby the particular subscriber's facsimile machine combination and the 
particular subscriber's cellular combination both include the particular subscriber's 
common 7-digit telephone number; and 
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whereby the particular subscriber and no other subscriber can use said particular 
subscriber's common 7-digit telephone number, said particular subscriber's facsimile 
machine combination or said particular subscriber's cellular telephone combination as 
the particular subscriber's sole telephone number as long as any one of them is in 
service. 

Claim 60 (currently amended): In a telecommunications system that is capable of 
routing telephone calls to a plurality of communications devices of a particular 
subscriber , a system for routing a telephone call from a caller to a specific 
communications device of a tjie particular subscriber, said system comprising: 

means for assigning a first telephone number to the landline telephone of the 
particular subscriber, a second telephone number to a facsimile machine or second 
landline telephone of the particular subscriber and a third telephone number to a cellular 
telephone of the particular subscriber, each of the landline telephone, the facsimile or 
second landline telephone and the cellular telephone being one of the plurality of 
communications devices of the particular subscriber : and 

means for routing the telephone call to the specific communications device of the 
particular subscriber without the need for the telecommunications svstem to determine 
the tvpe of communications device to which the telephone call is directed : 

wherein onlv one specific communications device of the particular subscriber has 
its own 7-diait telephone number: 
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wherein all of said telephone numbers comprise the exact same seven numerical 
digits and no other numerical digits, said second telephone number further comprises a 
# heading digit, and said third telephone number comprise a * heading digit; 

wherein each specific communications device of the particular subscriber is 
reachable by the caller's dialing no other seven-digit telephone number; and 

wherein no other communications device shares a line with said first landline 
teleohone. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance 
For independent claims 1, 10, 15, 24, 35, 42, 49-50, and 58-60, the combination 
of the claimed features and the feature discussed below is neither taught nor made 
fairly obvious by the prior art of record. The claims recite a customer having a plurality 
of communication devices of different types such as: voice line, facsimile, cellular 
phone, modem, pager, etc. wherein only one of these devices will have a telephone 
number (7-digit telephone number) and the other devices will not have their own 
telephone numbers assigned to them. For example, a customer may have five devices, 
but will only be assigned one single 7-digit telephone number. Calls to that single 
telephone number will be routed to the appropriate communication device based on a 
prefix (symbol heading) dialed before the telephone number (see examples on page 4 
of Applicant's specification) without the need for the telecommunications system to 
determine the type of communications device to which the telephone call is directed. 
The "other" communication devices are basically "number-less". 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Quynh H. Nguyen 
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